
b luf f  

The term ‘the black       
period of surgery’ refers 
to the time in the         
nineteenth century when 
many doctors started to 
wear black clothing when 
they were performing 
surgery 



T r ue  

The term ‘the black period of  
surgery’ refers to the time in the         
nineteenth century when more 
people died as a result of           
infections. These had been 
c a u s e d  b y  o p e r a t i o n s              
performed after anaesthetics 
which allowed the surgeons to            
operate more deeply inside the 
body. 



b luf f  

The term ‘the black period 
of surgery’ refers to the 
time in the nineteenth    
century when operations 
were carried out in the 
dark as there was still no 
electricity to light the      
operating theatre.  


