Charles Booth and Poverty in London

Keyword: Poverty = having little or no money or possessions

In 1885 Charles Booth became angry about the claim that 25% of the population of London lived in
terrible poverty. Booth decided to investigate the amount of poverty in the East End of the city and
recruited a team of researchers that included his cousin, Beatrice Potter. The result of Booth's inves-
tigations, a book called tabour and Life of the People? was published in 1889. Booth's book re-
vealed that the situation was even worse than previously thought. Booth 3 research suggested that
35% rather than 25% were living in poverty.

Booth now decided to expand his research to cover the rest of London. He spent his evenings
and weekends working and he and his small team of researchers made at least two visits to every
street in the city. Over a twelve year period (1891 to 1903) Booth published 17 volumes of Life
and Labour of the People of London? In these books Booth argued that the government should
take responsibility for those living in poverty. One of the ideas that Booth had was to introduce Old
Age Pensions to help the elderly get out of poverty.
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/ Task - read the paragraphs about Charles Booth and Poverty in Londor\

Copy out the following paragraph filling in the gaps as you go along

Charles was interested in finding out about people living in
in London. He had been told that % of people were poor but
he did not believe this. He recruited a team of to visit the
End of London and the found that % of people were living in
. Booth wrote a book called and of the
. Over a year period Booth and his team visited every
street in the city times. He published volumes of the book.

Task - read the entry from Booths book about Fulham

. Write down 3 examples of the problems that Booth found in Fulham
2. Choose what you think was the most important reason and give a reason
why you made that choice.
3. Write a short report about Fulham in 2004 in which you explain some of

the problems that are happening today in our area. You might want to
Kinclude some of the following: graffiti, violence (guns, knives), theft. /
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