
A Court for King Cholera, published in Punch magazine in 1852. 
Punch was a magazine that criticised the government in a funny way. 
 
Keywords: court = a street / royal palace    cholera = a disease   
 

1. How useful is this cartoon for someone studying the living       
conditions in England in Victorian Times? 

 
Use the table below to help you answer the question and add a few more examples 

REMEMBER - ALL SOURCES ARE USEFUL IN SOME WAY AS THEY SHOW US 
ABOUT PEOPLE’S OPINIONS AND BELIEFS IN THE PAST  

Useful  
 

? It shows the terrible    
conditions that people 

lived in 
 

Less useful 
 

? It is a cartoon and the 
person may be             
exaggerating  



This cartoon is called ‘A drop of London water’. It is another example 
of how cartoonists criticised the government in a funny way. 
 
1. Write down what you think is in the cartoon. 
2. How useful is this cartoon for someone studying the living       

conditions in England in Victorian Times? 


