Why did women get the vote in 1918?

Introduction

In 1916 the government was thinking about changing the law so that soldiers fighting in the war
would be able to vote in the General Election after the war. Under the old law, voters had to live in
the same place for 12 months, which would mean that many soldiers would have lost their right to
vote. Women s groups decided to try to persuade the government to include them at the same time.
This time they did succeed. In 1918 parliament finally passed a law which gave all women over the
age of thirty the right to vote.

Questions
1) Why did the government need to change the law about voting rights?

2) Were women successful in changing the law? Give evidence to support your answer.

Task

Look at the following sources. Each source gives you a reason why women got the vote in 1918.

a) Explain, in your own words what the reason was.

b) Give a mark out of 10 to each source to show how important you think each reason was in
helping women to get the vote. Which was the most important reason? Explain your choice.
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Source Skills

i) Give one example of a Primary source and one example of a Secondary source. Explain why
you have chosen each source.

i) Explain why source 1 could be described as propaganda.

iii) Explain why source 4 could be described as biased.




